A Grade Premiership 1976/77 Season

The season commenced with a promotion match when Jeff Thomson came to town. It was a Thommo
Xl v Fred Edwards XI. It was a great experience for the locals to play with and against Thommao.

Norths once again assembled a strong team and the arrival of Grant Law bolstered the batting. In the
final round of fixtures, Norths played Brothers and after dismissing them for 111, Norths batted out the
match to give players batting practice for the Final coming up the next week. Norths made 7 (dec) 301
(Lee 47, Lawson 37, Kohn 73 no, Wellington 44 no). John Baldwin suffered a broken finger and was
unable to play in the final. Based on his good form with the bat at No11, Bill Wellington was promoted
to No1l to open the innings in the Final.

Wests lost only one match during the season to take out the Minor Premiership with 101.4 points with
Norths finishing second on 85.28 points. And so it was set for Norths to play Wests in the final.
Because Wests finished as Minor Premier, Norths had to defeat them in the final to win the
Premiership and Wests only had to hold on for a draw or win to be the Premiers.

The game was played on Saturday afternoon, Sunday morning and Sunday afternoon. Norths won
the toss and batted. The openers fell cheaply and Grant Law was was dropped before he had scored.
However, he offered no other chances and ended on 116 not out when Bernie Courtney declared half
an hour before lunch on the Sunday with the score on 6 (dec) 229. The middle order supported Law
against a strong Wests attack. Norths had the two Wests openers back in the pavilion before lunch
which set Wests back as the openers had been high scorers during the season. The afternoon turned
into a battle between Norths spinners and Wests batsmen trying to play out for a draw. With only
minutes to spare, Norths took the final Wests wicket to become the 1976/77 Premiers.

Regards,

Ray Kohn



The attached photo was taken just before the final commenced and the players are:

Back: Alister Ward, Bill Wellington, Wayne Guides, David Livingstone, Grant Law, John Baldwin
(injured)

Front: David Lee, Ray Kohn (President & V/Cpt), Bernie Courtney (Captain), Roy Malpass (WK), Paul
Lawson

Absent: Gordon Kilvert

F _— : e 3 s




UNDERDOG VICTORY
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! Norths star batsman Gfdm Law roises his bat in acknowledgemen} of qppkwse after his match-winnin
‘i century in the A grade cricket final on Sunday. immediately behind Law is team-mate Gordon Kilver
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A T T T A AT O i A B e S R N R AP A

Norths, the underdogs in the weekend's cricket grand final,
surprised most critics with their easy defect of minor premiers,

Western Suburbs, ot Endeavour Park.

Both Norths' openers were dismissed cheaply and Norths found
themselves struggling in the early overs from a lively Wests attack.
However, former Brisbane Easts batsman Grant Law rescued the team
with an undefeated centux;y.

Wests faltered in the field when they dropped Law before he had
1sn-eore16 d, but he overcame his early difficuities to score a match-winning

not out.

Yesterday all-rounder Ray Kohn supported Law to the hilt with
his invaluable contribution of a hard hit 40 runs and Courtney even-
tually declared at six for 249. )

Wests were left with the target of scoring that figure in about
four and a half hours batting time but the early downfall of their
star opening batsmen, Colin Page and Silvio Spidaleri, forced them
into a defensive pattern.

Page lost his wicket after a well.compiled innings of 26 and Firth
battled on gamely while Wests wickets fell around him. Wests played
an unaccustomed role with their last six wickets collapsing for only
48 runs in their valiant attempt to force a draw which would have
retained the premiership for them.

Firth made 22 of his team’s total of 8.

The declaration by Norths was well-timed with Wests being all
out with only seven minutes of play left in the game. Surprisi%
Norths utilised three spinners to gain the vital breakthroughs
goap%in Courtney delivering 19 overs for the incredible bag of three

r 23. .

Gordon Kilvert assisted capably with the good figures of three for
14 from 12 overs and Alistair Ward captured two for 15.

Wests batted for g marathon 65 overs in an effort to save the
ame. Norths innings occupied a total of 344 minutes compared to
‘ests 246 minutes.

The Reserve Grade premiership was won by Brothers who staged
an impossible recovery after being six for 28 runs to eventua.ngstnuu
148, The saviours were Peter Mandryck, who was unbeaten on 36 and
Martin Boniface who scored a gallant §2 under pressure.

Wayne Sewell for Suburban Parks achieved the bowling honours
with six for 32 and Dave Livock supported well with three for 43.
Subs.-Parks looked in a good position at two for 85 but Brothers
spinner Peter Anderson captured a ficant breakthrough to take

ve for 31 and Sube-Parks failed in their bid to capture their fifth
consecutive premiership with only 120 rumns.

In the third grade Nationals won the toss and seat Wulguru in
to bat and dismissed that team for 120, Ian Winkleman batted solidly
for his top score of 41 while Mike Church remsained unbeaten on 21
and Alf Wilson also scored 20. '

Sid Krause and Arthur Broughall each captured three wickets for
Nationals who replied with 128 to take the match by the narrowest of
margins. 3

. Krause and Wayne Jones were Nationals’ heroes when they defied
the Wulguru attack to score a premiership-winning last-wicket stand
%fv 2;4 runs. Wilson and Alex Burgess each captured four wickets for

ulguru.

At Cutheringa Park Cavsliers conceded defeat to minor premiers
Wests when they collapsed for 47 in their first innings and Wests
replied with 110.
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Wests top 100

pts. for season-

By GUEN STEPHENSEN

Western Suburbs Cricke! Club reached the cenfury
mark in fhe A grade premiership poinfs ladder on Safurday
with an oufright win over Wanderers.

Werfs lest ouly one maich
for the season fo fake ouf
fhe miner r with

¢ fofal of 101.40 peinis.
Northg inflicted a solid
first innings defeat on
Brotherg (o - maintain
second place with 85.28
foin . Northg now chal-
enge Westg for the pre-
mierghip in the grand
final st Endeavour Park

g:xt Ssturday and Sun-
v,
The other match on

Saturday resulted in &
convincing first irmmﬁg
win for Suburban-Par
over University.

Openere Petey Trimble
and Dave Mocntyre re-
sumed Subs-Parks' inn-
ings chasing University's
score of 87. They were
instrumental in  thelr
team’s victory, providin
&2 rung between them oul
of a tota] of 142 for eight
wickets declared.

Trimble top . scored
writh g fluent innings of
48 and Meniyre plaved 2
number of punishing
shotg in his knock of 34.

Dick Harridge enjoved
most success with the
ball to capture €42 from
12 overs for University.
Colin Griggs supported
him by sending dowm an
economical! spell of 15
overg that gained the
figures of 2-34.

The studentg batted a
gecond time to muster
105 runs for the loss of
five wicketg st stumps.
Ashley Moller was un-
iucky to misg his half-
century, being dismissed
for a solidly compiled
inninge of 49.

Dick Harridge played &
eapable innings with an
unbeaten knock of 22.

Worths' batsmen Grant
Law ang Alister Ward
resumed their team’s
chase of Brothers' total
of 1ii. However the tal-
ented Law was soon
vorked by Tony Dorge,
bhowling hiz first over in
& grade cricket.

Ward’s wicket then
followed for 24 and it was
left to Dave Lee and
Paul Lawson to consoli-
date Norths' innings,

Lee displaved some at-
{ractive strokeplay in
hiz stabilising contribu-
tion of 47 rung a8 both
batsmen steered their
gide to a first innings
win. Lawson hit the ball
hard to rattie up 37 runs
ang Faul Keliiher com-
piled a brisk 286.

Norths patizd the
whole afternoon *o gain
valuable match practice
in preparation for their
clagh with Weste in the
final. They eventually de-
clared at seven down for
801, the highest total for
the zeason.

Rrothers used 10 bowl-

ers,

Tall-enders Ray Kohn
and RBill Welllngton were
associated In an un-
broken eighth wicket
stand of 90 runs,

Kohn featured ‘n an
overdue return to batting
form (o score T3 runs
from an array of well-
execiuted shots.

Wellington Jlashed out
to ratile up 44 not out
Lee Bairns took the
bowling honours with
2.9% from nine wvers.

Frel Edwards de-
clared Wests' “irst o=
nings closed =&t lask

wepk's score of 8110, &
lead of 51 over Wander-

Wanderers nowever
fared littie better
their second attempt, col-
japsing again for only 58
runs te lose by an
nings.

Wickets fell in steady
succesgion after, openers
Frank Stephens (11) and
Alan Carter (I0) were
dismissed. Eddie White
hit out hard, only 0 run
out of partners after
scoring 13.

Iave HRidoutt was the
Wests' bo‘zey man OR
this occasion, when he
delivered 16 overs fo re-
turn the fine figures of
5-25,

Wanderers’ innings
folded in 2¢ overs.

Fixtures ended on =
buovant note for Wi
whose skipper, Fred J
wards, was namad
tain of the Austral
Rajlway Institute I
after a recent interstate
carnival in  Adelalde.
Spbe-Parks wichet~
keeper Rod Rice also
won selection to the
gide.

In reserve grade on
Saturday, Wanderers de-
feated Yabulu outright.
Subs-Parks’ defeai of
University secured them
second place with 96.78
meet Brothers in next
points, and they ¥ill now
weekend’s final,

Brothers had an
unbeaten record to notch
up 11374 points for the
Season,







